Facts and Instructions to help you
fill out your 1943 Tax Form 1040A

. Who must file a return for 1943  the long form 1040. (If she or he does, the
. . other may not use the short form.)

. Read the list carefully to see if you are You and your wife or husband may elect

included. to file separate returns or a joint return. You

* Any single person whose total income was  may make this choice regardless of the way

$500 or more. you filed a return previously, or filled out a

* Every husband or wife whose individual declaration last September or December.

for interest, contributions, taxes, alimony,
etc., exceed 6 percent of your income, or if
after last July 1, you married or the number
of your dependents increased.

3. Figures you need

To make out your tax return you need to
know the amounts paid you during ali last
year for personal services, such as wages, sal-
aries, bonuses, commissions, etc. This means
the amounts before deductions for taxes,
union dues, health insurance, etc. You also
need figures on the amount of income and
Victory taxes you paid through withholding.
Your employer should have given you these
wage and tax figures shortly after the first of
this year.
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approximate. Since the year has ended, it is
now possible to figure out exactly what you
owe or whether you are entitled to a refund.

Also, some extra figures are necessary so
that you may receive the tax forgiveness
granted by the law.

'When the pay-as-you-go plan started yvou
already owed your 1942 tax. To relieve you
of paying both years’ taxes in one year, Con-
gress decided to forgive a part of one year's
tax. Naturally, if you had no tax in one of
these two years, there is nothing to be for-
given. The form shows you how to figure
your forgiveness. In most cases it will be
three-fourths of the 1942 tax, or all the
tax if it does not exceed $50. This will be
trye unless your 1943 tax was less than your
1942 tax, in which case the forgiveness will
be figured on the 1943 tax. This is why the
form asks you to compare your taxes for
these years.

There is a special rule which relates ONLY
to husbands and wives who file a joint return
in one of the two years and separate returns
in the other. If you are not in this group,
enter your 1942 tax in item 9 and you do not
need to read the next five paragraphs.

Perhaps you and your wife or husband
filed separate returns for 1942, but you are
now making a joint return. If so, you must
add together the tax bills of both persons for
1942, and enter the total in item 9.

On the other hand, perhaps you and your
wife or husband filed a joint return for 1942,
and now plan to file separate returns. What
you should enter as item g in this case is
based on whether or not your joint 1942 tax
was smaller or larger than your combined

1943 taxes (the sum of item 8 on both re-
turns).

If your joint 1942 tax was smaller, then
you may divide it between your two returns
in any proportion you wish as long as your
share does not exceed your separate 1943 tax,

If, however, your joint 1942 tax was larger
than your combined 1943 taxes, first subtract
to find the difference. You may divide this
difference between you as you wish. You
should enter in item g the sum of your share,
plus the amount of your separate 1943 tax.
Attach a statement to your return showing
how you shared this difference.

Also, if you filed jointly for 1942, and sep-
arately for 1943, you must figure your for-

‘piveness this way: Compare the joint 1942

tax with the combined 1943 taxes, and enter
the smaller total, if more than $50, in item
11A. Figure the forgiveness in item 11B and
the unforgiven part in 11CG. Divide the
amount in 11C between you as you desire,
and enter in the right-hand column ONLY
your share.

5. Victory tax

More details are necessary this year be-
cause of the Victory Tax. This tax is 5%,
less a credit of 25% of the tax if you were
single, or 40% if married, plus in either case
2% for each dependent. Originally this
credit was a “post-war credit,” but most tax-
payers were eligible to claim it now because
of war bond purchases, insurance payments,
etc. Accordingly, to simplify figuring, Con-
gress decided last fall that the credit is to be
allowed annually. The net Victory Tax rates
shown on the form allow for this credit.

6. Members of the armed forces

If you are serving with any of the Ameri-
can armed forces outside the United States,
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you do not need to file a return of your in-~
come tax until after the war or you come back
home. Your wife also may postpone filing
until you come back to the United States
unless she has income of her own of $1,200 or
more.

If you are in the services you don’t have
to include in your income or pay a tax on
the first $1,500 of your service pay.

There is another tax benefit that may be
allowed you if you served at any time during
1942 Or 1948, and your iax for Ig42 was
more than your 1943 tax. If you filed a
separate return for 1942 reporting income
of $3,000 or less and you are likewise filing
a separate return for 1943, you should enter
in item ¢ the same amount of tax you put
down in item 8. If for 1942 you filed a
joint return or had more than $3,000 income,
you, too, may benefit. However, you will
have to refigure your 1942 income tax.
Details as to how to do this may be obtained
from any Collector of Internal Revenue.

7. Refund or credif¥

When you finish making out your return,
you may find you are entitled to a refund.
By filling in item 17, you tell the Collector
whether you want it refunded or credited and
no further action on your part is necessary.

8. Amended return

If you were eligible to file the short form
return and do so, you may file an amended
return on a similar form later, but may not
use the long form.

9. Filing of returns and payment

Returns must be filed and any tax due
must be paid not later than March 15, 1944,
to the Collector of Internal Revenue for your
district, If you don’t know his address, ask
at your local post office.



